
DECODABLE STORIES - SERIES 2 - Story 5 Baby Fay - ay, ai, a and a_e

Baby Fay reinforces camera words and the (most) 
common ways that the phoneme /ay/ is represented. 
The code is getting tricky but children are able to use 
automatic phonics knowledge to read and comprehend 
the story. 

Clear parent’s instructions, should you want to send the 
books home. This ensures that the school and parents are 
partners in learning.

The illustrations are bright, energetic; and loved by 
children. You will notice that the illustrations extend and 
support the story. They are not there to TELL the story. 
This means children cannot rely on the pictures to guess 
unknown words.    

On this page the child practices blending /ay/ phonemes 
within words and recognising the camera words. This 
extra practice ensures children get lots of success on their 
first reading. 

...And off they go. You’ll see we have emphasised the 
camera words by putting them in bold. This is so children 
know that they cannot just rely on phonic knowledge 
alone. As knowledge of the code grows, some camera 
words become decodable and will not be shown in bold. 

The stories are a great opportunity to practice 
reading with expression skills. There are also further 
opportunities to extend and widen vocabulary.  

Extra guided reading activities are included: a retell 
and comprehension questions covering the early 
skills of: creating sensory images, drawing inference, 
background knowledge and vocabulary expansion.  


